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His Excellency Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
UN Headquarters

First Avenue at 46" Street

New York, NY 10017

USA

inquiries@un.org

His Excellency Herman Van Rompuy
President of the European Council
Rue de la Loi 175

B-1048 Brussels

Belgium

hvry@consilium.europa.eu

His Excellency Thorbjern Jagland
Secretary General of the Council of Europe
Avenue de I’Europe

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

France

flemming.kjerschow@coe.int

Her Excellency Catherine Ashton

High Representative of the European Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and
Vice President of the European Commission
Rue de la Loi 200

1049 Brussels

Belgium
comm-spp-hrvp-ashton@ec.europa.eu
catherine.ashton@ec.europa.eu

His Excellency Martin Schulz

President of the European Parliament
Rue Wiertz 60

1047 Brussels

Belgium
arnoldas.pranckevicius@europarl.europa.eu

His Excellency José Manuel Barroso
President of the European Commission
Rue de la Loi 200

1049 Brussels

Belgium
jose-manuel.barroso@ec.europa.eu

His Excellency Jean-Claude Mignon

President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe

Assemblée nationale

126 rue de 1I’Université

75355 Paris 07 SP

France

Jean-claude.MIGNON@wanadoo.fr
jcmignon@assemblee-nationale.fr

His Excellency Ambassador Stefan Fiile
European Commissioner for Enlargement and
Neighbourhood Policy

Rue de la Loi 200

B-1049 Brussels

Belgium

Anne.Mueller@ec.europa.eu
simon.mordue@ec.europa.eu
iwona.piorko@ec.europa.eu
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His Excellency Jacek Protasiewicz

Vice President of the European Parliament
Bat. Altiero Spinelli

14E205

Rue Wiertz 60

B-1047 Brussels

Belgium
Jacek.protasiewicz@europarl.europa.eu

His Excellency Eamon Gilmore
OSCE Chairperson-in-Office
OSCE Secretariat

Wallnerstrasse 6

A-1010 Vienna

Austria

info@osce.org
patrick.clarke@dfa.ie

His Excellency Ambassador Janez Lenarcic
OSCE Director of the Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
Public Affairs Unit

Aleje Ujazdowskie 19

00-557 Warsaw

Poland

janez.lenarcic@odihr.pl

His Excellency Ambassador Nils MuiZnieks
Council of Europe Commissioner for
Human Rights

Avenue de I’Europe

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

France

commissioner@coe.int

The Honourable Pawel Kowal

Chair of the European Parliament Delegation
to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Cooperation
Committee

Bat. Willy Brandt 02M107

Rue Wiertz 60

B-1047 Brussels

Belgium

pawelrobert.kowal @europarl.europa.eu
ppurski@gmail.com
michal.czaplicki@europarl.europa.eu

Her Excellency Navanethem Pillay

UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

civilsociety@ohchr.org

The Honourable Barbara Lochbihler
Chair of the European Parliament
Subcommittee on Human Rights
Bat. Altiero Spinelli

08G301

Rue Wiertz 60

B-1047 Brussels

Belgium
barbara.lochbihler@europarl.europa.eu
droi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Mr. Salil Shetty

Amnesty International Secretary General
International Secretariat

1 Easton Street

London WC1X 0DW

UK

secgen@amnesty.org
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Mr. Benjamin Ward Mr. David J. Kramer

Acting Deputy Director of the Europe and Freedom House Executive Director
Central Asia Division Human Rights Watch 1301 Connecticut Ave. NW Floor 6

350 Fifth Avenue, 34 FI. Washington, District of Columbia 20036
New York, NY 10118-3299 USA

USA mcclure@freedomhouse.org
wardb@hrw.org

Dear Mesdames:
Dear Sirs:

Re: UKkraine’s Parliament Passed the First Reading of a Bill to Recriminalize Defamation

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) denounces Ukraine’s Parliament intent to reinstate defamation as a
crime (please See http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/ombudsman-criticizes-bill-oncriminal-esponsibility-for-slander-313165.html
http://en.rsf.org/ukraine-appeal-on-parliament-about-02-08-2012,43153.html? )

If passed, such legislation would provide for harsh fines and prison sentences of up to five years.
Moreover, not only would Ukrainian citizens be at risk, but visitors might be prosecuted for statements
made in relation to Ukraine outside its borders.

The enactment of such legislation would be a significant step back for freedom of expression in Ukraine,
and could easily be used by governing authorities to muzzle opposition and media.

Such legislation would also infringe upon the international conventions ratified by Ukraine, namely the
European Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The UWC appeals to the international community to condemn this attempt by Ukraine’s governing
authorities to recriminalize defamation and to call upon them to abandon this threatening initiative for
democracy.

The UWC is the international coordinating body for Ukrainian communities in the diaspora representing
the interests of over 20 million Ukrainians. The UWC has member organizations in 33 countries and ties
with Ukrainians in 14 additional countries. Founded in 1967 as a non-profit corporation, the UWC was
recognized in 2003 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-governmental
organization (NGO) with special consultative status.

Sincerely,

UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS

Eugene Czolij
President
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c.c. His Excellency Viktor Yanukovych, President of Ukraine
His Excellency Volodymyr Lytvyn, Chairman of the Parliament of Ukraine
Ukrainian World Congress Member Organizations
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